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CANAL CLAIM FRAUDS.

THE HON. D. P. WOOD AS A CANAL CLAIM
LAWYER.

FOUR MUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS COL-
LECTED—MANY OF THE CLAIMS CHARGED TO BE
FRAUDULENT—CLAIMS AND  CLAIMANTS---THE
ONEIDA RIVER IMPROVEMENT CLAIMB—AMPLE
ROOM FOB INVESTIGATION. .

[FROM A STATY CORRRSPONDENT OF THE TRIBUKE.|

SYRACUSE, N. Y., April 10.—To frauds in canal con-
{racts publie attention has been universally directed ;
of frandsin canalclaimsthere hasbeen littlesaid. But
while the contracts are larger than the claims they
areoutdoue by the latter in their proportions of fraud.
There is generally some work to show for a contraet,
po matter how high a price has been paid for it or
bow palpably fraudulent the agreement may have
been : bat o caual claim may not enly be swollen to
two, theee, five, or ten times the amount of damage
done, bt awands have often been made on manu-
factared claims, where, if any obligation had been
ereated, the individual was indebted to the
ftate. The story of the means by which
claims have been invented by men who make
it & business to travel about and drmm them up; bow
attarneys for the State and attorneys for the claim-
ant have been in eollusion with each other and with
the Appraisers: how rightful claimants who did net
seek the proper channel were kept from their dues,
while defranding claimants reeeived prompt and
genervns awards, wonld be, if all the facts could be
made known, the most disgraceful chapter in the
history of the canals of the State of New-York.
There haa been a Canal Claim Ring as well as a
Canal Contract Ring, and its members have gone too
loug unwhipped of justice.

A CLAIM REVIVAL

The Board of Canal Appraisers was created by
statite and s so far without recognition in the Con-
stitution. The necessity for ite creation grew out of
the enlargemaent of the Erie Canal, when claims
multiplied and grew. The land originally acquired
for the construction of the canal was taken by the
Btate by the right of eminent domain, but the
eountry being new, the land was of little value, and
a large proportion of it was given ontright. The
claime from the oepening of the canal until the
enlargement were small, and were sottled by the
Canal Commissioners, When the enlargement took
place, however, the adjoining land, which was
nocessarily used, had greatly increased in value, and
pome more methodical and trustworthy mode of
award was degired. Snch was the origin of a com-
mission which has been often so widely diverted
from ite original purpose as to become a mere ma-
chine of fraud.

Frandulent eanal claims are by no means a new
tling. They have been coeval with the appraisers.
PBut in 1870 a grand claiin revival took place. Mr.
Yatrick, 8 Democratic member of the Assembly
from Chemung, introduced a bill which contained
the following innocent provision

The cloimants shall fle their clatms in the office of the

ansl Apprajsers within two ‘ya-an from the time safd

amaires shiall have aecrued, bu

shald have aecrued more one year prior io the puscage
! .’-M-; act, shall be plad within l:m.' year from the d.agk

The second clanse of this was more important than
the firet, for it removed alsolutely the outlawry
resting npon old elaims, and permitted anything and
everything in the shape of a claim aguinst the State
to e filed, provided it made its appearance within a
year, Under this act eluims were filed that were
thirty and foi y years old—there is still one undis-
posed of that dates back 10 1835—and the sum total of
those warmed into life by this bill wes muny wil-
lions of dollars. The immediate effect of the bill
was seen in the increase of the awands by the Ap-
praisers to £440,000 in 1872, and $455,000 in
1573. It may be somewhat gratifying to know, by
the war, that Mr, Patrick subsequently went to the
Etate Prison.

THE METHODS GF CANAL CLAIM LAWYERE,

The methods of the dishonest canal cleim lawyers
are kimple enongh. They have emissaries who scour
the country for a leak in the canal, or a few foet of
overflow, persuade the owner of the property of the
importance of the injury done him, if he needs per-
snasion, and draft his claim, generally attempting to
induce him to give to their principal an absolute
power of attorney to argue the claim and receive the
money. Incases where there isa meritorions claim the
figure will often be swollen far bevond its legitimate
proportions. The men who are uoderstood to have
largely performed this office for Senator I, P. Wood,
1he most snccessful of the eanal elaim lawyers, are
Nathaniel Deyo and Oney Bayles, whoee names figure
als0 on the books of the Canul Appraisers in varions
usefnl capacities, sometimes a8 witnesses, sometimes
as attorneys, and rometimes as claimants. The ex-
travagance of many awards leaves no room for any
inference but that the appraisers and the claim lawyers
have been in collusion, and the manner in which the

interssts of the State have been disregarded renders |

it evident that the Canal Claim Ring has often
included in addition the attorney for the
Ftate. The political prominence of Senator
Wood, who may be tuken as the highest
exponent of the Canal Claim lawyers, might lead
oue to suppose that the influences exercised upon the
Board of Appraisers were of a political nature, but it
is difficult to avoid the conelusion that they have
been of & grosser kind. Buch is the uni-
versal judgwment of publie opinion lere. Bat
while the listory of this Boand is along story of
frand, it should be remembered that there are
some, perhaps many, individual exoeptions to this
rule, ond above all that the present Board, consist-
ing of Vivas W. Smith, Thad. €. Davis, and Charlee
G. Myers, has preserved an unsullied reputation,
EPECIMEN FRAUDULENT CLAIMS,

Probalily no better epecimen of a fraudalent canal
elaim eonld be given than that of Peter Voorhees of
Onondage County, the history of which onglt to
fnterest tax-parers. Between the years 1854 and
18057, o part of the farm of the elaimant, who lived
at Jack's Reefs, on the Seneca River, in Onondaga
County, was temporarily appropriated for the work
of draining the Cayngas marshes. He claimed that
rock and shale were deposited on the furm, the teams
and laborers temporarily occupied otber portions of
it, that some fences were broken down, and that there
were other minor items of damage. Eleven years
went by before there was apparently any step taken
toward claiming damages. In 1808 a bill was paesed
allowing the elaim to be heard by the Canal Ap-
praisers, and Feh, 2, 1809, Voorbees filed his claim
for $1,200, solely for appropriation of the laud.
When William Wasson and Beman Brockway, the
two Canal Appraisers who awarded the Black River
claims, which have been fully exposed in T Trin-
UNE, met to try the claim, on the 17th of September,
1569, Voorhees presented an amended claim whick
jncreased the damages to the amazing figure of
£6,047 01, As o specimen of an expanded claim
1hie is worth printing.

Yo 6.6877 ncres of land st Juck's Reefs,
Cmondaga Connty, $400 per acre............. $2,7545 08

Yor \nterest on above 15 yoms ..., 2,882 B3
s Lo cropad years, during progress of

WOPK. . .....oomnnsnnnnassmannsnnsnssssssssnnsnns 1, BN 00

Lumasge dope by Ore.....ooeeeee.. P — R

b IrR—————— R ) |

And here is the award made by Messrs. Wasson and
Brockway :
For temporary osenpation of lund
Fur destruction of ralls and fonoes.
For destroetion of Hmber.. .o coveancansancnnes

1,000 60

1BL6res), 1% FOATR. cuecuassssasasssnsssassssnsanes

.._-R:.{"‘! 25

-b

The charaoter of this claim is caeily disclosed. The |

damoges for temporary apprepriation of the land
were sob down at $400 an acre, whercan Geores
Geddes, a resident of the neighborhiood, wha, every
rewler of Tug WeresLy Tutsusg will admit, Enows
Miociuns wboul luwd ae wel as s Liedule

elaims for damuges whaeh |

swore on the ftrial that the land in question
was not worth more than $60 or #$70 an
acre. So that for the temporary appropria-
tion of the land this claimant was awarded
five times the whole value, Nor was this all. Mr.
Wasson was the only appraiser who made a personal
examination of the property, and the award waa
made without giving the Canal Commissioner dae
notice of the increase of the amount of the claim.
No rails, fences, or timbers were destroyed or ap-
propriated, and Voorhees was the only witness heard
on the examination. Attorneg-General Francis C,
Barlow brought snit, which is now pending on ap-
peal, to have the claim vacated, charging Voorhees
and Appraisers Wasson and Brockway with collusion
and frand. If anything further is needed to establish
the frandulent charncter of the claim, that lack will
be supplied when it is understood that on the 2d of
July, 1873, Mr. Wasson made his appearance as the
owner of the draft for the amount of the award,
which had been signed by Commissioner William W,
Wright only the second day, Dec. 36y 1872, before
his retirement from office, although the award had
been made more than three years before. The Audi-
tor refuses to pay this draft, and Mr. Wasson, who
ceased to be an appraiser only to enter openly into
practice as n canal claim lawyer, is still & claimant
for the mouey.

Another good instance of the devices of the Canal
Claim Ring is to be found in the Salt Block cases at
Syracnse, which were carried through to a successful
and profitable conclusion by Senator Wood. These
elaims were those of owners of salt yards, in which
the term “esalt bloek” is used to designate a
sqnare of salt vats, just as the latter word is applied
to & sqnuare of houses in acity. The clnims were for
leakage and soakage cansed by raising the banks of
the Oswego Canal so ns to make it seven feet
instead of fonr feet in  depth., This plan
was sdopted because it was found less practicable to
dig out the canal, and thus the level of the water
was raised above that of the surronnding soil, and
the salt vanls were overflowed. This required the
ground beneath the salt vats to be filled in and the
vats themselves to be raised. A single bunch of
these cases, which were all ontlawed, but were re-
vived by Mr. Patrick’s bill and carried through
by Mr. Wood, smonnted, in the claims, to
about $34,000; on the awards the appraisers
' inereased each ome of them, with a single
unimportant [exception, mnearly 50 per cont
on the average, so that the claims were inereased to
$18,000. Some of these cases were the following:
Alonzo Capper, awarded $7,414 45 ; Mortin Cooney,
#= 418 75; Thomas Cullwin, $2,258 72; J. O. 8,
Lynch, $6.984 70, and $2,210 65;
Mara, $1,126; same and J. O, 8. Lynch, #4,631 94;

Taimant Date of Award, What Canal.
Abraham Anchmoody. Repl (0, 1s62. Oneldn Hiver Tmpt....
Adam Authony Onelda Tiver Lug

Sent, 0, 1s62.
=6,

Avery & Gilbert pit. 28, 1565, Oawegn Divistin...

Avalie Bevr. ... Sepl. 28, 1865, . Oswego Division... -
Ira Bushnell ept. 28, 1865, Onedds Biver Tinprt....
Juos Barrs.. Dec. 31, 1807, Onelda Biver Tmp'to..

=ullivan Brighsm @1, 1867, .Omelda River Tmp't.

31, 1867, . Oneldn Itiver Tmp't.
| i . 851, 1887 . Onedda River Lp't.
¥ TDee. 31, 1867 . Oneldis iver Tmp't.
W tilimm Hutde Sept, 28, 1R00, OsWego... ... ooeeeesas
Elizor (lark. ........... Do 30, 1563, K griutnt Oswego..

X
ol $ Dec. 40, 1583, Eularged Erie.....

[ Rept. 28, 1805 . Oewego......
Sept. 2=, TRUG . ORWeRo. ...
1. 28,1 (Omedds Biver Imp't..

=

eeutriz of estatle
J. =, Culvin. .
Thoa. Corneford
J. Cowley & Co.

Ged, W, Covell....
Stephen S, Covall.
Belay Covell., .0
Joseph 3. Cook 37 Onedils Hiver Tmp't.
Andrew Cook. Dec, 81, 1867 Oneida Uver Imp't..
Nichols Cooney eetate.. Sept. 20, 1868, Oswero. .
TALAOK CABEY o .. o.oe S0l 2, 1804, OB g0,
Alphens Damon. .......SpL 30, 1862 Onwida

<. Omelits Biver lop'

Louis T, Hawley . ..

Firwim 1. Huwley, u..:'; Dec. 15, 1864.. Enlargement Oswego..1

M. L. Waliron
Hmr{l Hart...... Aept. 29, 1866 . Onelda Tiver Tmp't ...
Josep iiuymﬂ. sepit. 45, 16l Uneida Hiver Toy'

“Sept. 40, 1865 Cneida Biver Imp’
Dee. 31, 1860 Oswegu. ... ..
.Dec. 31, 1867..0nsda River Imp'te

Mra Chloe Kelaey , 1865, Ometda Jver Inpt...
Tsaac Eent ....... 41, 1869, Oneida River Jmp'L, . ..
Janes Lynch...... 18, 1564. . Enlargenieat Usw exo. .
Peter Lutzer. ........ 1566, Unelds Kver Dmp't.

Michsel Murtay L 28, 1565, Oewogo
Laba ¥ cul Hept. 25, 1065 Onelda R Imp't..
Earal M Fept. 80, 1565, Omeidas R Imp't. .

Wi, Mol euasthan..,. .. Sepl. 28, 1865, Oneids B Dop't..
John MeOana. . .........Sept. 7, 1881 Oswego. ...

Wilson & Nelson. ... Bept 50, 1805 Oswogo. .
Nieh. W. Peudergast.. . Aag. 17, 1864 Enl Uswe
Jamew 5. Poacock Bepl. 50, 1865, «Onedda v,

Alansan Post, LBk, G0, 1800 Onebla JUT, Imp......
Hugh Quiin.. S s, 1RG5 Gnelda Biv. Tw

J. P. Rulford.. L Hepl. S0TRA0. Prie Cannl. ...
Jomeph Siver.. .. Sept. 80, 1562, Oneida iy, Imp...
Jolin 5 LAtk Dot 15, 1864 Enl. (mwego...

ept 25, 1505 Onehla I Imp

gt 40, 1805, Onw seavas
A1, 1567 ... Uncids L Imp't.
Jaa. 1), SPEOET. ........ Dec. $1, THAT. . Omcida 1 Lmp't.

ol D TIYUL. o ore. 6D 20, LN0R. Erie
Elisha F. Wallace. .....Aug. 15, 1804, Enlang't Osweo
by

Joweph J. Winn. ... ph. 28, 1566, Unedds B, Top 't
Wonh Waddarug. Sept. 28, 1265, Onelin B, Imp't,
Julin Wheelor. D, 31, 1867, Uneids B Jupt.

Total.....c.e. B i £ AN
D. I, Woow's probable ehare, $17,7:26 14
INSIDE HISTORY OF A CLAIM,

It wonld be easy to ascertain and report the true
character of many of these and gimilar claims, if it
were not that both elient and attorney have divided
the fruits of their venture, and have equal Teasons
for maintaining a discreet silence. The claimant has
made oath to the justice of his claim, and confesses
Limself guilty of perjury if Le admits the
falsity of lus prefensions. The attorney will
pever betroy bhimself, and thus each holds the
other, This much ean, however, be usnally ex-
tracted from these people : Pirst, and evidently most
deeply impressed upon their memorics, that they
guve Seuator Wood half the award; second, that
they considared the half which they received ample
compensation for the damage incurred. The infer-
ence is thut such claims were at least donliled, so as
to provide for both attorney and client, One of these
claimants, bowever, was found who was willing to
give an outline of the histery of his case, and tell
frankly what its true charncter was, He said that
he wus the owner of asalt blook which was dam-
aged by overtlow, he thonght, nearly €1,000, He
delayed putting in his claim partly becanse he found
the change had been in one respect & convenlence to
Lim, giving Lim a place under his salt vats to de-
posit bLis coal ashes. One of Mr. Wood's assistants
endeavared to induce him to put in & claim for
#4,600. (The figures used are imaginary, but their
proportions are strictly preserved.) He refused,
saying in his blunt way that if he was
“gomng to ewear to & lie, he didu't propose
to give Wood half the money he got for it.” The
project fell through, and the ealt block waa sold
some time after the two purchasers agreeing to divide
with the former owner the net proceeds of the claim
which they had decided to push. The elaim of
$4,600 was successfally revived. Senator Wood
took one-half, and the claimants divided the remain-
ing half equally; and when the original owner
had received in this way one-sixth of the
amount paid by the Htate for the damage,
he had obtained almost the whole amonnt of the
origingl dumage! Casuista can best  determine
whether the remaining five-sixths was honest money
or pot. This elaimant also says that be warned Mr.
| Wood that Lie shonld swear to only #1,000 damnage
| 4f he were called to the stand ; thatMr. Wood then
| waid, *Well, I have better witnesses than that,” and

it : did not call lum,

BENATUR WOoOD's OTHER EARNINGS,

The hooks of the Canal Commigsioner at Lockport
were also examined with reference to the question
| whether it Lad been the alnt of Jogislators to ey
| gn a practice of Whis kind hefore a cowmisgion of the
* Ciate Covernment, but only isolated cases were dis-
feoverad, On the books of the Middle Division, in

| i Gl Wt st of Bunater, pew Judge Fulge

Rhoda |

o R AMHE e

o 104 GOV ienm, (meida...

16
110

T 9400 00.. Vienna, Onehla

L ARY 20, Veronn, (neida.. .. Pamd 1

2445 00, Mentz, Caynga.
. 1148 00, SyTacine. N

. 1 imed 000 Vlenio, el :
1070 57.. Viclilk, OueiGn. ... el D, P, Woud, Mar. 1, 18U,

eoereereeeees §153,403 28

Andrew W. Mason, $1,800; Elot Pierce, $5,001.
Old residents of the neighborlisod say that the whole
damage done in these cases could uet have exceeded
$10,000, and they declare that four-fifths of this
award was a clear steal, some of them even going 8o
far as to insist that the property was so much bene-
fited by the change in the canal that the State
rightfully owed the claimants nothing. Among all
with whom 1 have talked I have heard only one
opinion—that this award was a swindle. The ap-
praisers were Messrs. Samuel North, George C.
Greene, and J, Gay. It must be said, however, on
Dbehalf of Mr. Greene, that he vesy often dissented
from the decisions of his associates.
SENATOR WOOD'S SUCCESS AS A CLATM AGEXNT.

Senator Wood, who is Chairman of the Finance
Committee of the Senate, and one of the Republican
leaders of that body, is the monumental claim law-
yer, as the tables printed below will show. During
the period of his mnost active practice, which is cov-
ered in these tables, he has collocted nearly one-screnth
of the whole amount of claima awarded. Of this pro-
portion there is no reason to doubt that he received
personally one-half. That is known to be his usual
charge. A number of claimanta have told me that
that was his fee, and many of them complain that
Senator Wood first divides the claim equally, and
then dedncts a round sum for his expenses from the
ghare of the claimant. The first of these statements
is confirmesd not only by the fact that Senator Wol
has made known to business men of this city Lis
terms for collecting ¢laims, but that several claim-
ants—John O. 8. Lynch, Gerrit Doyle, P. 8. Avery,
Jue, Grifien, Amos L. Mason, Wm. Beer, Patrick Ford,
and Richard Sanger—testified in the canal investiga-
tion of 1866 that they paid Mr. Wood half of the
amount of their claims, and that a contract was put
in writing to that effect. It is hardly likely, of
course, that all this great sum remained in Mr
Wood's pocket. Doubtless there were services to be
paid for that necessarily diminished his proportion,
except in cases where ierequired the claimant to bear
thecxpensea, It is easy to see that this systen makes
the carnings of the lawyer diroctly dependent upon
the ratio in which he wswells the
and 8o opens @ wide door to frand and
collosion. Senatar Wood, whose name is jgiven this
prominent mention merely beeanse he has heen by
far the most influential and succesfnl of thesa prac-
titioners, has generally preferred in person, when
claimants were willing, to draw the money, thus being
able to coutrol its disposition. This is a list compiled
from the hooks of the Canal Commissioner for the
Middle Division in this eity, showing the amounts
paid to Mr. Wood during the period specilied, wlich

ineludes some very extravagunt years of canal ap-
| pruisals:
Amonnt. Tren,

nondnga. Paid D, P, Wood, Aug. 10, 1562,
Pait I, 1. Wol, Aug 20, 1564,
v U2 1806,

#1285 . Cleemo, G
10080 #2. Clay, Onondaa ..

1142 6. Syvracuse, Ooomd a. Paid D, ¥, Wood, Ma

syrucnse, Onomd's, Piid D, B, Wood, Juse 14, 140,
430 00, Lenox, Madisa Paid 1. P, Wod, June 4, 1588,
847 60 Verond, Oneid JPaid D, P, Wood, Jan, 1, 1508

“Paid D. P, Wood, March 1, 1560,
Pusd D, P, W, March 1, 1560,
Vieana, Oneide..... Paid D, 1 Wood, Tee. 1, 18608,
Vienna, Unedte.. ... Pad D, P, Wool, March 1, 1860,
syracuse, Cnond's. Paid D, P, Wl -
Syrucuse, Unond e, Pud D, P, Wod, JInly 11, 1565,

DeWitt, Opundaga. Pald D, P, Weod, Jau. 2, 1805,

gyracnse, Ouond'a. Palld D, P Wood, Jan 2, 1345,
srracuse, Cnond i, Pl Do P Woml, Mu ] wni,
. Lanox, Madison Frd 0. I Wood, J « 1Ml
Lepux, Madisou. . Puid D P, Wood, June &, 1565,
Verona, Unetila. .. Pakl D, P Weod, Junne 4, 184l
. Vienns, Oneida .. Paid 1, P Wond, June 4, b
Vienns, Oneida... Pald L. §. Wood, June 4,
Vienoa, Onclus. ... Paid D, 1", Wood, June 4,
Vienna, Uneida....Patd D P, Wood, Dee. 21, .
Vienna, Oueida . Paid D, P, Wood, Mareb 1, 1561
syraense, Gund'gx Pald D, P Wand,
yranhy, (swego..... Paid D P, Wool,
ullivin, Madism_.. Pad T I Wood, Sapt. f, 1884
Cw o Monroe, Orw'go. Paid 1, P W, Lee. 2, 1885,

Yienmna, Oueld
Neroma, Ouvidn, ..

1,020 (M3
2,080 (..

4,750 00..

g AN . Sept. 30, 1=l
meu!{wlumw b ai, 1.6 melds Hiver Lup 't 20, Cicero, Upoudais.... Paid 1. P, Wood, Sept. 6, 1564,
Thomas Doyle 28, e Lsvmncnss, On'daga.Pud D, P Wood, May 22, LRah,
W illian Ding. T Ryracnse, On'daga Puid 1, P, Woo, May 22, 18064,
Henry Devo.. ... 195 00 Viennms (meida. . Paid b B Waosd, Tane 4, 18000
Geo. B Tickinson...... T 00 Vienou, Onedda. ... Paad T, P, Wood, June 4, 1860,
ames Disom....... e 1,004 50, Vienna, Opdna...... Puud 10, P. Woed, Jon, 1, 1hit,
e 400 00 _Tanox, Madison...... Pasl . P, Woand, June 4, 1866,
‘ i i Idver gt 444 0. Verona nekds. ... Paid 10 1, Woul, June 4, 1566,
Wl .Dec. 81, I .. s s veravesananss, SO 8O PeWitt, Onuntagn, . Paid D, 2 Wood, Tane 10, 1865,
Ford & Hlatte Soepl. 28, 1865, UsWeRy. ... W) ErrRonse, Onondaei Paid 1 P, Waol, 5la 148,
Sept. 28, 1REG. (inwegn. ... .. : a0 svracuse, Onomdags. Paid D P Wonsd, M 1=,
he 4171807 Oneida River Tmpt.... 1074 86, Vienna, Oucida.... Pald D, 1 Wood, Dec. 21, 1508,
Dec 31, 1867, Oneids JUver Imp't..... 1,100 60..Verena, Oueitla...... Fawl D, P, Wood, Jan. 1, 1509,

0,800 00, Srracnse, On‘ndaga. Pa D, P, Wood, June 0, 1565,

Paid T I, Wond, June 4, 1EC0,
i DL 1L Wood, June 4, 1564,
Fand [ P. Wood, Jnns 4, 1504,
Tui v, Hinmany'le, Osgo Pald [, P Wood, Dec. 21, 18s,
408 44 Sulivan, Madison, Pud D, P. Wond, Liee. 21, 1508,
274 (0. Lenox, Madison, .. Paid D, P. Wood, June 14, 1 =i,
510 00, Verona, Unelda Paid [, ', Wod, Jan. 1, 1840,

204 0 Syracuse, Ondage. Pald 1 P W, Jolv 3, 1805,
o). Lenox, Madison Fabl 1. 1. Wool, June 4, 1866,
Q0 Syruense, Upond a P'md L1 P, Wood, May 22, 1568,
7 (0, Syracuse, Ouood's. Pad . P, Wood, May 22, 1866,
4,050 (M1 Syrcnse, Onond'a. Pald I P, Wood, Mar 22, 1984,

144 00 Lenax, Madlson,,
508 (0 . Vieous, Ooeuls.,

424 00, Syracuse, Cnoud'a Padd D, P, Weod, May 22,
i 00 . Lenox, Madimon ... Pald D, P, Wood, June 4, 864,
675 00 Vienna, Onelda. ... Paid D, P, Wool, May 14, 1H46,

JPaid 1), P Woad, Jnne 4, 15606,

1610 61, Fyricuse, Onond's. Pasd I, P, Wood, Feb, 2, 1570,
164 00 Pulton, Oswegn. . Pand D. . Wood, May 22 1806,

#4,075 (0.8 L Pail D, P, Woad, July 11, Is06,
450 00 Vienns, Oneida....Paid D, P, Wood, JTuae 4, 1566,

1,370 M. Vienug, Oueins. . Pail D, P, Weod, June 4, 1846,
2400 M)y Vienna, Ooeids. ... Pald 16 1 Wood, June 4, 148,
1500 00 . Truxtone ortiand. Paid D, P, Wood, March 1, 1503,
(2 Chespn, Onondsgn., Paid Do P Weod, Aug o7, 1564
L1020 (0. EyTacuse, HLoy W Paid D, B, Wod, Jaly 11, 1865,
1000 00 Veronus, Onclia. . Paid D, 1, Woodd, Jane 4, 15060,
1,100 00 Sy racuss, Onond's Paid D P, Wood, June 4, 18,
Wond, Dwee. 21, 1888,
P Wousd, Jau, 1, Lsui,

. Wond, July 24, 1RGT,
P, Wood, Jaly 3, 1876,
Paud D, P, Wowl, June 4,
Faid I, P, Woml, Juno 4,

2014 75, Veruns, Uoelila.... ad D,

1abith,

appears  severnl times, bt the elnims are
for such trifling amounts, in all ahout
$1,000, as to preclnde the idea  that they

were nrged for the gake of the remuneration itt=
volved. The buoks of the Eastern Division are not
accessible, inasmuch as ex-Commissioner Alesauder
Barkley, following the example of former Commis-
gioners, lias carried them off.  Senator Wood's name,
it should be said, is mot brought out in this way to
make a personal attack upon him, but simply
becanse so far a8 the records of the Canal Depurt-
ment gliow, he Las, a8 legislator, fairly monopolized
this business, and no one in or oot of politics has
competed with him in the number and size of his
claims. He therefore standa ont in bold re-
lief. In the belief that o full statement of the
clainis collscted by Senator Wood daring the period
coversd by the formertable might be of usein the
investizations, and might lead to the discovery of
frand, the table which follows has been prepared
with great care and labor from the veluminons rec-
ords of the Canal Appraisers’ office at Albany. This
may uot, however, be complete, inasmuch as it is
snid to have been Mr. Wood's occasional device of
late years to file the papers in the name of anvther
lawyer and then appear at the arenment. This table
makes a good showing for a lawyer who has never
had any considerable practice in other walks of s
profession:
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York : We, the nndarsizmed merchantsof the Citr of New-

York, menters of the New-York Prodnes Exeluge, snd
others rnguged tn the commerce of e couutr ﬂ;;mﬂ-
{1 o

fully request fyonr honorable body to sutho tﬁa

duction of canal tolls, as recommended by
Board at the meeting of March 17, 1575,

The petition haa already recelved about 200 signatores,
and will be sent to Albany this week,

The Committes which was appointed to present to Gov.
Tilden the resolutions adopted at the late meeting at the
Prod Exchauge, in relation to the cnpal frauds, has
returned from Albany. The members represent the Goy-
ormor as expreasing grest pleasurs at the snpport which
the merchants of New-York bave given him, and they
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There are difftonlties about the investigation of
such claims as these that would be more casy of so-
lation to a committee that can snmmon persons i
papers than to a correspondent, for reasons already
statod. Beside the fact that all persons implicated
in such claima as are fraudulent have the best reasons
for silence, elaimanis have often died or removed, or
the authentic details of cases have passed out of
the minds of neighbors. Dut both in this
list and in the former there are many claims which
old residents declare to be frundnlent,  In this elass,
by popular consent, are placed very many of the
Oueida River Improvement cases, which mount up
to many thonsands of dollars. These grew ont of
the coustruction of & dam on the Oneida River at
Conghdenoy, about live wiles below the mouth of the
Ouneida Lake. The water of the lake was raisel,
though not to aoy appreciable extent, at a
reasonable distance from the ioouth of the
luke, and the claims were countless. One
of the most notorions of the Oneuda
River Improvement swindles was the award made
by Messrsd Wasson, Brockway, and Brooks for
Frenclanan's Island in that lake, In this case Mr,
Wood was not attorney, The claim was for $12,500 ;
the award, $5,025; value of the whole island not
more than $1,500. That is the snecinet history of 4
historic swindle. While thers were perhaps meritori-
ous claims among shese, there were too many in
which Senator Woold was attorney, if general reports
in this vity are to be trusted, founded on the same
swindling plan. In the table just given there are
many awanls which are saiill to be fraudulent. |
Amaong these are those made toNathanicl Deyo, Aaron |
Mogg, F. & R. Mckinley, Louis J. Petiy, the
Lynches, and others. In both tables, too, are many
sanlt block? cases, some acconnt of which lina al-
ready been given, It is said, also, thengh I cannot
vouch for the statement, that smany of the claimants
in thess Oneida River Improvement cases did not
know they had claims until Mr. Wood's assistants
called on them for assigminents of their claims to
him. It will be noticed that in the Freachmau's
Island case, Messrs. Wasson and Brockway, who
awarded the Black River claims, are still insep-
arable. This Wasson, by the way, when Appraiser,
made Mr. Wood's house his home daring his otticial
visits, aud I know that Seoator Wood wis a frequent
indorser of his paper. With the present Board mat-
ters have not thrived so well, and one batch of cases,
now notorious as the Skancateles cases, mnotnting
to more than $70,000, in which Wood and Wasson
apparently divided the attorneyships, were rejected
inabody. Notacent was awanled in any of them,
thongh in one ease the claim was for $17,000.

Among reputable lawyers from five to ten per
cent, or possibly fifteen per cendy is considered a fair
charge for colleeting elaims of this kind; but Mr.
Wood cannot elaim the honor of the most extrava-
gunt commissions, unless rumor does Heury D, Deni-
son iujustice. e is said to have incharge a batch of
claims from the town of De Kuyter, amounting to
between 330,000 and $40,000, aud 10 be promised
662 per cent for his services.

It ought to be said, in justice to Mr. Wood, that as
member of the Asserobly in 18635, 1868, and 1867,
and of the Nenate in like years, his publie utter-
ances have been always scamst cenal claims,
But this has not prevented universal snspicion
from attaching to Lim smong his constitnents,
which these figures will bardly allay, Indeed, I am
told that their mere publication would be suf-
ficient to prove their charneter thronghont this see-
tion, One well-known citizen, to whom tHe tirst of
these tables was showy, fairly snorted with indigna-
tion as he read it. They would certainly repay in-
vestization ; whether they have it depends as moch
ou Seator Wood gs on any one, D la

———
CANAL REFORM IN THIs ¢ 1TV,

The Bowrd of Managem of the Produce Ex-
elanse bkl o special oecting om Saturday, st which the
following priiton was endored W be re Wated for sucna-

LTires ¢

|
|

!: erad, is cliel clerk

| drowped.

To th: Hone wble U Legidahce of the Saleof Suw

are fident thad their mission will be productive of
good resulta.

WASHINGTON.

THE MAIL CONTRACT CONSPIRACT,
MEASTRIS POR PROEECUTING THE GUILTY PARTIES
—CLERKS UNDER ARREST—EN-MARSHAL HINDS
GIVES BAIL—A GFXERAL ORDER FROM BECRE-
TARY JEWELL.

WassHiscroN, April 11. — Warrants were
tasnied yesterday afternoon for the arrest of James Van
Vieck, late a clerk in the Sixth Anditor's office, and of F.
I. Cliannel, a clerk io the Contract office, hoth implicated
in the postal frands recently dlscovered, Van Vieck waa
yesterday remaved by order of the Becretary of the
Treasury. An order for Channel's removal has
net  yet  been  lasucd by the Post-Ofiice  De-
partment. Messrn, Caolet  and Floyd, who
confessed their partiolpation in the frands, are being
used ag State's evidence ngainst the persous who persist
in denying their guilt. The warrants for the arrest of Van
Vieek and Channel wre bused on aMdavits of Special
Agent Woodward, charging them, under Sections 5451
and 5501 of the Revised Btatutes, with ¥,
bribery, and secepting bribes. The penalty prescribed is

_fine and imprisonment not exceeding three years.

Ex-Marshal Hinds, who wna arrosted on Friday night
and gave ball, was to have been examined before United
States Commissioner Ingersoll Saturday afternoon. Ket-
tle, the Texas eontractor, also connected with the frauds,
wis snmmoned aa one of the witnesses, The hearing waa,
however, poatponed mmtil Tueaday, Mr. Ilinds giviog ball
for Lils yppearance at that time in the snm of $2,500. The
vharge against him ia offering a bribe to o public officer in
connection with mall lettings.

Instesd of Joln L, Prench, Chief Clerk of the Contract
offieo, s gentleman well and favorably known, being, a8
some mewspapers have published, implicated in the re-
cent madl contrach frauds, It woaa in part through him,
while aeting as Second Asstetant Postmaster-General,
that the first susplelons ebrciunstances were made known

to the Postmaster-Gieneral,

Postmaator4ieneral Jevwell hos (naned the following :

Ordered : That no emploge of this Aepartment ahall
exhinit any of the records or papers of the department
to or bold any communication doring office Lours with
any contractor, or the agent or aftorney of any con-
trictor, exeept upon the order of the FPoshnaster-fien-
or onn of the Assictant Postiasters-
General, or his chiet clerk, or one of the Culefs of Divis-
fon of this deparfine

nt.
CURRENT TOPICS A1 THE CAPITAL.
THANKS T0 GEN. CROOK.
WasnisaroN, April 11, 1875,

Tle following copy of a joint resolution of thanula
to Gen. George Crook, passed by the Arizona Legis-
lature, has been received at the War Department :

Bie i resolesd b{ the Legislative Assemdly of the Tervilory
of Arizana, Thetthe thanks of tte peopls of Arizona
Territory are due and through their representatives of
the Eighth Legislative Asscnibly are lerohy tewiered to
that gallant eoldier Briz-Gen. Gearge Crook and the
ofileers and men under his command, for the nohle
wervices they bave rendeced the country in subduing the
Lotdes of bostile Yodians that had, ootil the advent of
tien. Crook in our Terrftory, beld the country under &
relgn of terror, and civiilzition in check

Thiat wa recognize the fuct thot the polley that Gen.
(rook has pursasd bos beeu the means that wonld have
effoeted the Aol gund achievement of peace within oar
territory and immnuity from
nies ; aking wir 2= e has with vigor when war had to
he waged, and belng mesciful and just ot all tmes to
those in Ljs power. He hus not only cemumnded the
respect hut won the esteem of the savages themselved,

That the Becretary of the Territary be matructed to
transmit a sopy of thesgresolntions to Gen. Coolt, to the
seeretary ¢f War, sud W all the annpubu.ulud. in this
Terstory., Jonx L. ALsop,

l;pnakor aof the House of Hepresentatives,
. 8, Woorsi¥, Presideot of the Conncll.
Approved: A P. K. Sarronn, Governor,

The Trensnrer now holds $380,683,100 in bouds to se-
oure National bank eireulation, and §16,27 7,200 to gecure
publie depoxits, The Natiemal bank cireulation outatand-
ing to-day amonnts to $540,286,286, on whish amount
F2,300,000 |2 In potes lssued o bﬂnld bauks, Tha follow-
ing Nuttonul baoks were established to-day: I'irss Na-
tunal (guld) Baok of Ol Cil., whth a eapital of
H100,000, and the First N Buuk of Mulvern, Iowa,
with o capital of 850,000,

genator Doutwell, the only member now In Washington
of the special committesto inquire into the workings of
the several branches of the civil serviee, with s view to

their relorm, Las been dm{nthe pist weelt fn

visttinge the departments, ol tsinln? furmation on the

pulyect to puide the deliberations o the comunities.
—— e s

THE MINERS' E10IS.

o e — =
ATTEMPTS AT COMPROMISE.

THE QUESTION OF THE NECEFSITY OF MILITIA INTER-
FERENCE TO BE 500N DECIDED=—INTIMIDATION
OUNTINUBD.

Hazietox, Penn., April 11.—The Harrisburg
Aslegation retirned from that eity this morning, having
had an intervisw with the Governor relative to the with-
drawal of the military from this place. In order that the
gltuation might be thoronghly understood, the Governor
ardercd Adjutant.Gen, Latta to come here,and in conjune-
tion with the Bhertf, who Lad been swlegrapbed for, to
mect prominent citizens representing both s.des of the
question  and  decide  the  problem. The  officials
above mwentioued met the miners and those favoring a re-
eull uf the troops, at which meeting the Sheridl wos prow-
ised a sufficient furee to protect the workingmocn, Snbse-
quently, these favoring o detention of e military hield a
conference with Adjstant-Gen. Latta snd the Skoriff.
The gravity of the situation was eamestiy rd
The vesult of theso interviews is anxiously awaited by
poth purties, and the question na to the aecessity for
military assistunce to enfosce the law wil prohubfy by
declded within 24 bours,

Friday evening one of the special policémmen from
Phllmlr"l his, wlio has been running one of the pump on-
gines ut Lekley, while on Lis way ta work, wos leken by
twe men into the woods and threatenad with imstaut
denth, Pistols were held ot bis beud, but one of the men
protested agaiust sucll cXTCIE Measires, witeh agaiust
this wishes of she other, who losteded on puttiug the
threat iuto instant exeeution.  The latter wis arrested
this morning by the Coal and {ron Folice, sud was subee-
quently relessed on buil

4 FIGHT WITH BOBBERS.

ONGANIZED BAND OF ROBBERS ATTACKED BY
CITIZENS—THREE KILLED AND TWO CAPTURED,

Mempuis, Tenn., April 10.—For some time

AN

odations feom the sav- |

FOREIGN NEWS,

THE PEACE OF EUROPE.

THE REORGANIZATION OF THE FEENCH ARMY Dise

QUIETING—FRANCE DESIROUS OF PRACE.

BErLiN, April 11, 1875,

Norddeutache Algermeine Zeitung, a semi-ofieinl
jonrnal, says the article of The Berlin Poct “ eomtaing
mmch truth in one respect, but combined with such
anxions views that we muat contradict it. Our in-
ternational relations are by nomeans an unfavorable
as represented, While the reorganization of the
French army is disquicting, it does not aim
at o solid establishment of the French forces
bat is nndertaken for obvions purposes. The Post
overrates the influence of the Papal and the Jesuits
in Italy and Anstria. Their power is, happily, insmf-
fivient to prejadice the good understanding batween
sovercigns or nations coneerned.” The Norddeutschar

thinks the same may be 2aid in regard to France.
Paris, April 11, 1575,

The Moniteur (semi-official) declares that France is
nnanimous for peace as & paramonnt necessity. She
ia not conspiring against any one. The French press

gencrally coneur in this opinion.
—

CHURCH AND STATE IN PRUSKIA.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION—RE-
MONSTRANCE OF DISHOPS AGAINST THE WITH-
DRAWAL OF STATE GRANTS TO CATHOLICA.
BERLIN, April 11, 1873,

A bill has been introduced in the Lower House of
the Prussian Diet to abrogate the clauses of the Con-
gtitation, which grant the independent adininistra~
tion of ecclssinstical affairs and the unimpeded inter-
canrse of religions associations with their snperiors.
Tlie bill restricts freedom of clerical appointmanta,
and makes their vontirmation indiepensable to theis
legality.

The Roman Catholic Bishops, soon after their con-
fereuce at Fulda, adidressed a petition to the Em-
peror William in person, remonstrating against the
withdrawal of the State grants, to the maintensance
of which they declared the honor of Prussia was
pledged. They also protested against being re-
quired to obey unconditionally the State laws.

The Ministers suthorized by the Emperor have
replied, expressing regret that the Bishops shoald
object to obey laws which wers alwaya obeyed in
other conntries and adding that the Bishops would
have preserved the Fatherland from peses-disturh-
ing confusion if they had remaived faithful to their
own convietions and to the warnings which they
proclaimed before the Vatican Conneil.

EDUCATION IN SPAIN.
AN OCCUPANT POUND FOR THE HEAD POSITION OB
THE MADRID UNIVERSITY—THH STUDENTS FRO-
TESTING.

ALupnrin, Saturlay, April 10, 1870,

The head position in the Madrid University has
been conferred npon Sefior La Fuente, formerly ed-
itor of aCarlist newspaper. No Liberal professor
wonld aecept the post. Thers is mnch dissatisfae-
tion at th) appointment of Sefor La Fucute, and the
students are signing a protest agadust it to be pre-
gented to the Goverument,

RFTROGREASIVE MEATUEDS OF THE COVENNMENT.
Recent telegrams fiom Madrid have an-
nounesl the arrest of severnl prominent Profeesors in
the Madrid University, for hostiisy to the new laws
abous education, These laws or orders were peo mulested
by the Minister of Publlo Instructin, Befior Orai o, Feb,
a7, o decroe and elreniar, The first-named document
wnad slgued by the King, and comusands the exolusive usg
of the text-books preseribed in the regulations of Queen
Isabella’s time. The cirenlar I8 dirocted to the Roctors
of the universities, and commands them to see to 1t thas
“pothing 18 tooghs o them that may be econ-
trary to the Cathollo dogmaa or to sound morais,”
and “not to suffer anything to be tanght which may
diructly or m-uu-l—rlg attack tho principle of Conatitu.
tional Mnnl.rulEm-t # political rule almost nnanimously
lalmed by the naton.” The B are wheo required
ﬂrofman strietly within the limita of the

branches of learning they teach, allowing them neither
to an}.n.rgannrmgmuunpuna! thelr suspengion or dis-
'Tho majority of the prafessors of the Madrid Untrorsity
are Liberala In respeet to both rell nnd politieal
questions, wad it s predicted that shonid the new ries

be cnforeed, a8 the Govermment announces th will be,
LII.I;a.lltl all the otber universitios of the Kiu:\l:;{a will be

throwh &t once 1nto o slate of disorganisativi.
e —
TRIP ACROSS THE ENGLISH CHANNEL.
PAUL BOYSTON'S JOURNEY IN HIS LIFE-SAVING
DRESS—REFUSAL OF THE PILOT TO PERMIT HIM
70 TRAVEL AFTER DARK—THE VOYAGE ENDED
EIGHT MILES FROM BOULOGNE.
LospoN, April 11, 1875,
Paul Boynton started from Dover at 4:30
s m. Yesterday to attempt tocross fhe Channe! in hia
life-saving dresa. The press boat which accompanied
him laid 8 telegraph cable as it proceeded. Une dispaten
sent when Boynton was seven milea out reported his
progress us very eatisfactory. A later telegram, dated
mid-channel, T:13 0. m., eaid, * Boynton is going along
splendidly. Ie ls now 14 miles out. He lnin gond
spirits, and |8 smoking. Cupe Grisnes i in wight"
e did not make the entire distance to Houlogne by
swimming. He wastaken ou board the press sleamer
shortly after 6 o'clock yosterday afternoon, aswnst bis
own wish, within elgit miles of the coast. The weather
had becoms bolsterous, nirht was closing in, ol the
pilot decliped the responaibiiity of guiding him after
dark, Tho sea was so rough that nearly all on board the
steaner were slek.  Is arrived at the pierat Boulogna

to keep the

%t 5:15 o'clock lust night. He was in excelent health

and spirits. A great crowd assembled to withess his

| urrival, und he was enihnstastieally received.

1he (hrerver Wo<lay snys that aithough the task was
bardiy aceomplished, the suocess of the Ufe-saving lovens
ton 14 conclusively establisbed.

Boynton has determined to repeat his attemps o swim
aeross the Channel.

PHILADELPHIA, April 11.—A eable telegram
to The Fress sirvs that Boyuton curried neroas the Channol

| with im the Centennial Sag, aecording Lo o prowise wade

to Col. Forney sa London in December last.

THE LEXINGION CENIENNI4L.
-t
FROGRAMME OF THE PRESIDENT'S MOVEMENTS.
Bostoy, April 11.—Arrangementa have been
been so far completed that with a considerable degree of
certaluty the movements of President Grant aud his Cab-
{net, on thy oecasion of his visit to Massachusetis to par-

past numerous robberles have been eommitted In the | " 3l

: ticipate in the Centenniul eelehrations at Lexington and
nelghborhood of Chicot, Ark., and the eltizens, belleviog ! Concord, can be sunounced. The Pr esldent: sosompe:
they were perpetrated Uy @ regularly orgunzed band, | gy 0l the members of his Cabluet, with the exedp-
Lave quietly becn on tb.p alert for them. Ou Thursday | tion of Secretary Fish, will leave New-York on Friday

nlght last five men wereé discovered in the commission
warehouse of A. G. Martin, loeated on the river bank.
The alarm wae given, and the citizens soon surrounded
the bullding, The robbers opened fire, wlich was re-
turned, and two of the robbers were killed, Another
jumped out of the window into the river and wis
The repulning two wers eaptured. Next duy
B ruls perans suspected of being in league with the
band were fonnd to have disappeared, having fed from
fewr ol the prisouers inpleating thewm.

THE MEXICAN RAIDS INTO TEXAS,

Garvestow, Texas, April 11.—A special to
The News, from Brownpsville, says it 1s reported thas
Clarke and bis men killed French Louls and @ man
paned Torres at La Prarle. The charge of abusing
wotnen Lus not been veritled, and probably will nos be.
Capt. Clwus returned with his eommand  yestenlay morn-
ing. It s reported that the men implicated with the
raiders are eoming to grief, but no detadls have been re-
peived.  The rulders eomplain of Gen. Cortions, who
pllowa them only $2 o head for beeves and £4 a head for
horses they bring feom Texus, They say they are oom-
pelied to take these lnw prices, becnise im e them ont
and they st well to hin,

e e
CHARGED WITH ARFON.
Port Jesvis, N. Y., April 11.—Jozeph Daff,

a fariner, was arrested yestenloy morning et Darmau's

| Btation, three miles this side of Montleello, as he was gel-

ting on the traln with bis 2 2ly, on & eharge of amwon.
The deed was comuitted last night, e place was sold
some, three monthy wince on & Wwortigs foreclosurs,
and e bad been heard to utter Shrasts agabisl it Tutnre

LT TN
eva el by o uag vk Lhe 8ty

The tmntly that accnpled the buildlog enly | on

morning of this week in o special train under direstion of
the Postmaster-General. At Etate Line he will be
met by the Btate officlals and welconed a8
the gnest of Commonwealth. Arvivieg bLere Friday
evening the Execative party will proceed to the Revers
House, where apartments huve been secured for e,
On suturday morning o visit will be e 10 Beacon
Purk, aud upon mu:mmithe Exveutlve will pay his re-
apecta to the Governor. At 21 o'clock the Presidont will
cull upon the Massachusetis clubs, wid ut 3ig o'clock
will dine with the Comumnercial Clab. A special tewin wifl
tuke the P to Concond, for which plaes he will
Jeave at a late honr in the evening. e is expectod to
piss Sunday {n Concord, retarming w Boston i the wlter-
noon. Uo Munday morning the party will leave by
special train for Lexington. At 12160 pom. previsely the
{dent will leave for Concord, and return 1o the eveu
ing to Lexington, where Le will bold a levee,

CONTESTS IN LOODE
D.

Provineyce, April 11.—There was no choice
forn Benstor und four Representutives at the second
trial in Warwiek yesterday, There was somme exeilemend
and o slight breach of the peaee 3¢ the polla. The second
trial in Pawtneket yesuited in the eleetion of Willlam ¥,
=ayles, an Inde nt Repuhli and hintinnist,
by & vote of mw fur Earle, IAmn' Hepubbloas,
Thiere wiss 1o clolse Tor o ffth Represeatadive.

et ——
DETROIT AND MILWAUKEE RALROAD.

Detrorr, Mich., April 11.—C. A. Trowlridge,
of this city, Lna been appainted provisionul recelver of
{lse Detroit and MOwwukee Rallway, with the consent of
all perties connectod with the finauetal troubiles of that
corporation. Le will at ouce pay of the emples and

150 June tiw conrts Wil cousider Wi po ¢ of
intiug @ amducal reoolver,
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